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NOVEMBER 2005 NEWSLETTER

A good representation of Society members at-
tended the annual meeting on November 8th to
hear and contribute to the reports of last year’'s
accomplishments and to vote on the recom-
mended budget and slate of officers for the com-
ing year.

We had a productive year both financially and in
furthering the Society’s objectives, principally in
promulgating interest in Portland’s history. We
enjoyed interesting programs planned by our re-
tiring President Regina Woltmann, and excellent
attendance at our Callander House Museum
openings.

Portland artifacts and memorabilia flow in faster
than the inventory team led by Bob McDougall
often can handle. (Bob hopes to have a pro-
gram soon illustrating new acquisitions).

Chris Sullivan, Site Committee Chair, raised the
worrisome problem of developers wanting to re-
place Portland’s antique houses with modern
structures.

Mary Ann Dolan and Regina spoke about the
need for more docents for our museum openings
and what fun it is to meet the visitors and hear
information they have to offer. Mary Ann, our
school liaison, mentioned that the spring mu-
seum exhibit, planned for visitation by the Gilder-
sleeve third grade, at their request should be all
about “Portland’s rocks and minerals”. (Do you
have any rock specimens to loan us to comple-
ment the fine collection prepared for us by the
Mitchell family?)

Regina reminded us that this will be the tenth
anniversary of the Town-Wide Tag Sale and to
inspect our attics for saleable treasures.

The Society Officers elected unanimously by
the Annual Meeting for 2006 are:

President: Martha Lutecki
Vice-President: Mary Ann Dolan
Secretary: Ruth Freeburg
Treasurer: James McCabe

Director for 1 year. Sue Anderson
Director for 2 years: Bob McDougall
Director for 3 years: Joan Guilmette

Finance Board: Donald Goodrich
James Elder, Pat Crowther

The Society’s newly
elected President,
Martha Lutecki

Past Presidents at Annual Meeting are
Bob McDougall, Regina Woltmann,
Chris Sullivan and Rick Gildersleeve.



Portland Historical Society
Finance Committee Recommended Budget
Fiscal Year 2005-2006

YANKEE MAGAZINE
SUBSCRIPTIONS

2005 2,005 2,006
Category Description Actual Budget Budget
Books Enhancing our Treasury
Bob's Book 2,149.73 -307 138 .
Coloring Books -1,788.00 2,460 last year were commis-
TOTAL Books 361.73 -307 2,598 SIOI’]S I’ecelved for the
Calander Sales selling of Yankee Maga-
: 9 296 . o
Calander Sales Net 287.24 78 zine SUbSCflptlonS.
Callender House
Interest Inc 0.71 1 1 i
Memorials 520000 100 300 If you wish to renew
o e e :2323: ‘.:;23; ;333 T i McCab your subscription or
Operating Expenses -4,373.68 -3,294 -7,281 Our _reasurer’ Jim McCabe want to buy g|f[ sub-
Utilities -3,178.07 2,772 -3379  deep in thought about our o I
TOTAL Callender House 3,905.06 1.00 6.49%6.00  pydget, (or something!) scriptions, Ca Sue
Ganstat Dparations Anderson, 342-0433.
Donation 766.39 1,222 766
Dues Membership 2,820.00 6,125 2,820
Sale Of Picture Copies 600.00 0
Bank Charge -64.45 0 -56
Operating Expenses -1,412.53 -2,852 -2,463
TOTAL General Operations 2,709.41 4,495 1,067
T iissua e T 3109 Callander House Maintenance
Products
TOTAL Products 43569 1,015 432
Pat Crowther has overseen a replacement of
T I .
" Boks B S4.66 i all the storm windows on the house, and soon
i:;“sjf;'e s 4055 e, will be adding new storm doors and entry
TOTAL Tag sale 5,266.70 4,655 5.261 porch enclosure. We hope these steps will
OVERALL TOTAL 11,462.33 7,538 48 help reduce our fuel use.
Endowment Balance as of 10/31/05 $219,631.66

The Society’s exhibit at the Portland Agricultural Fair

Despite the rain, our Fair exhibit showing 65 Portland school class pictures representing years from 1895 to
1972 was very popular. The hand-made screen supporting the pictures was donated by Randy Guilmette and
Bill and Claire Frisbie spent days preparing and mounting the pictures.

PORTLAND HIST




MISCELLANY.

An Answer to Doris Sherrow’s pond puzzle:

Supple Pond - John LeShane has identified
the pond for us as the former Van Beynum
Pond next to his house on Middle Haddam
Road. The Supples, who lived in the house
for a few years, renamed the pond.

Loans needed for Christmas Exhibit

Old, interesting toys, doll houses, dolls, and
games - please call Phyllis at 342-0303.

Coloring Book a success!

The Coloring and Activity Book created by
Sue Anderson showing early views of Port-
land is already a success.

One of her first customers was a 3rd grade
teacher who ordered 25 copies to supplement
their Portland History text.

In addition, 2 other Historical Societies have
bought copies to create similar books about
their towns.

Goodrich family wedding qift

Doug Goodrich, on behalf of his family, has
presented to the museum a charming Victo-
rian-style landscape. The picture is in an or-
nate, gold frame, and is thought to be of the
Delaware Water Gap. It was given as a wed-
ding gift by George and Doris Stocking to
Doug’s parents, Stanley and Alberta Goodrich
on their marriage in June, 1946. The bride
loved the scene because it reminded her of
her Delaware home.

A Gildersleeve Shipyard artifact qgift!

Kirsten and Oliver dePeyster Gildersleeve of
Palo Alto, California have sent us a special ar-
tifact for the museum’s Gildersleeve Shipyard
collection. It is an early, (perhaps 19th cen-
tury), circular-design toolbox, made of wood
and painted blue, with wrought-iron straps,
hinges and hardware. Their gift also included
three screw-drivers, apparently from the pe-
riod. All were passed on to Oliver from his fa-
ther, who obtained them from the shipyard.

A few snapshots from our Annual Meeting:

Joan Guilmette,
our newest So-
ciety Director,
and Shirley Sul-
livan, a recent-
Director.

Jonathan, Paul,
and Shannon
Dolan. (Mary
Ann was off be-
ing friendly and/
or helpful.)




PORTLAND HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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Ruth Callander House Museum of Portland History
492 Main Street, Portland

November, 2005

2006 MEMBERSHIP

Greetings to our current members and welcome to prospective members of the Portland
Historical Society for the year 2006. As we conclude our 31st year of incorporation, we appre-
ciate your continued support of the Society’s mission to preserve Portland’s history for future
generations. We also hope you will contribute your knowledge of our town to augment our his-
torical files about Portland.

o The Ruth Callander House Museum of Portland History has drawn hundreds of
visitors to its exhibits this year. Many visitors offered helpful reminiscences and
loans/donations of items highlighting Portland’s past.

o Through the Museum work, the Portland History programs, heritage walks, and
printed materials, we are seeking to raise awareness of our town’s unique and
renowned industrial/agricultural past.

Included in this mailing is an envelope for 2006 membership and a form to order the
2006 Historical Society Calendar which features photos from the 1916 publication “The sev-
enty-fifth Anniversary of Portland” by Margaret McAuliffe (1874-1945). The form also has
spaces to order Bob McDougall’s popular book “Images of Portland”, and Sue Anderson’s new
“Coloring and Activity Book” of Portland historic sites.

Memberships, as well as the above books, make nice holiday gifts for family and
friends, and their purchase is tax deductible.

We thank you for your support.

Sincerely,

Bill Frisbie
Bill Frisbie, Membership Chair

P.S. Note that the number above your name on this Newsletter address label indicates the last
year for which your dues have been paid.

E-mail: PortlandHistSoc@Yahoo.com  Web site: PortlandHistSoc.org



SELECTED ITEMS FROM THE CALLANDER HOUSE CUPBOARD

NEW ITEM! Robert McDougall's
“Images of Portland™- 128
pages illustrating the
town’s past. Every Port-
lander's coffee table

needs a copy at $20.

Sue Anderson’s Col-
oring & Activity Book
of Portland History.
56 pages - A wonder-
ful gift at $5.

2006 Portland Heritage Cal-
endar picturing the 1916
publication “Seventy-fifth
Anniversary of Portland”

Callander House
Stoneware Jar - a
1997 memento

by Margaret McAuliffe [ g commemorating
(1874-1945), plus current s —_— the gift of the
photos. Calendars are } RTHP{?IG Callander House

as Portland’s His-
tory Museum.
Jars are $25.

available at $6.

Decorative Linen
Tea Towel with
Portland Scenes
in maroon and
white available for
$6 each.
(Towels have a
rod pocket for
easy hanging.)

Portland Notepads
and Meshomasic
Videos.

Notepads of 50 pgs.
with 5 Town Scenes
are $3 per pad.

John LeShane’s
Video of Portland’s
State Forest is $5.

‘?ruouuv,. Pecicas, CoRETY
Magnets (approx. 1-3/4"x 2-5/8") of 40+ views of Portland Postcard
Scenes available at $2 each, 3 for $5, and a set of 20 for $30. Call
Sue Anderson, (860) 342-0433 for more details.
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To order any of the above items, list here and mail in the enclosed envelope:

Name T T T

uantit Iltem Price Total
Address Q y

City, ST, Zip

Phone

Send to: Portland Historical Society, Inc.

P. O. Box 98

Portland, CT 06480-0098
Make check payable to: Postage: Please add $2 for each $12 of order

Portland Historical Society




