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A MESSAGE FROM OUR
NEW PRESIDENT

["ve always been interested in history and ma-
jored in history in college. Later I was fortur-
nate to have participated in a Wesleyan grant
program on Ethnic Local History. This subject
is of particular interest to me. Although my
family moved to Portland when I was a young
child, my mother’s ancestors had emigrated
from Ireland to the Portland and Middletown
areas and were among the earliest Irish immi-
grants to settle in the area, so I always felt that
we belonged here.

One Society program night Bill Csere cornered
me and recruited me as Secretary. That began
20 years of active involvement in the Society
as Secretary, Director and Program Chairper-
son.

The members of the Society were friendly and
welcoming and I have very much enjoyed be-
ing part of the organization. I have had the
pleasure of meeting and working with many
wonderful people. I’ve worked with many
dedicated and hard-working Presidents -
Dorothy Kelsey Robinson, Ray Robinson,
Anita Carlson, Rick Gildersleeve, George
Johnson, Eleanor Crowther, Chris Sullivan and
Bob McDougall - who have all contributed so
much through the years to make the Society the
success it is today.

The Society’s dream to have a “home” where
we are able to house all the historical artifacts
that we have acquired has become a reality
through the generosity of Ruth Callander. This
year we will have the grand opening of the
Ruth Callander Museum of Portland History.
Sadly, many of those who contributed so much
throughout the past 30 years are no longer with
us as their goal comes to fruition, but their ef-
forts to preserve Portland’s history will not be
forgotten.

[ encourage anyone with an interest in Portland’s
history to become involved. Your ideas, input, and
skills are needed to ensure the continued success of
the Society and our new Museum of Portland His-
tory. Please do not hesitate to call me at (860) 342-
3092 with any suggestions or concerns. I look for-
ward to working with all of you.

Regina Woltmann

Former Presidents with new President - Chris Sullivan,
Bob McDougall and Regina Woltmann.

MUSEUM GRAND OPENING

June 9, 2003 would have been the 101st birthday of
our benefactor Ruth Ryan Callander who willed her
house to the Portland Historical Society with the
understanding that a Museum of Portland History
open to all the townspeople would be created.

Now that we are preparing to open the first exhibit
in her former house, it seems appropriate that the
opening celebration should honor both her birthday
and the Musuem beginning. Accordingly, we have
chosen the weekend of June 6 through 8 for the
Grand Opening Festivities. For the occasion we
have decided to enlarge the preview exhibit, con-
tinuing the theme of a Portland Sampler which
shows artifacts from three centuries of life in Port-
land.



NOTES: ANNUAL SOCIETY BUDGET

(as presented at January Meeting.)

Volunteers - persons interested in
helping to prepare our “Opening ex-
hibit” - don’t be bashful - please

PORTLAND HISTORICAL SQCIETY
FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDED BUDGET
FISCAL YEAR 2002 - 2002

Call Phyllis (342-0303) or Chris

CALLANDER HOUSE MUSEUM BUDGET BUDGET  BUDGET  ACTUAL PROPOSED
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after the bicentennial survey, about
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1980. Ifyour house sign is deteriorat-
ing or missing, Doris Sherrow recom-
mends New England Sign Carvers, 25

Endovment Fund incom is expectad to be sufficient to meet Callandar Housa nesds. Socisty assets
;m $186,876 as of October 2002
|

Lyman Road, Middlefield (347-1669) bt ey oe o mmompe
1 Programs 800 800 485,00 500
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Museum 230 230 0.00 200
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Wanted for a Tobacco Exhibit: JANUARY 2, 2008

Any photos of young people doing
Summer work in the field/barns. We
will copy and return originals

to you. Call Phyllis at 342-0303.

Severtt; Unnual Jawrn-UWide
Tag Sale

Organization meeting - Feb. 11

In preparation for May 10 Sale Day.
Volunteers are welcome. Call Eleanor Crowther
342-2907

Former President Eleanor Crowther.
With Pat at Preview.




VIEWS OF THE DEC. 15/02 MUSEUM PREVIEW

Panelled wall (restored by Pat
Crowther) in south exhibit area
showing oil of first Portland set-
tler James Stancliff's House
(built in 1690) as painted by John
Stancliff in 1841. Donor: Helen
Hedstrom Carlson.

The early 19th century high-
back pine bench was donated by
Mr/ Mrs Alfred Henry Gilder-
sleeve Jr

The Quilt has an inscription by
Lephe Hale in 1911, and was do-
nated by Jeanne Barker Roman.

View of the main exhibit area
Showing the three glass dis-
play cases back-to-back in the
center of the room, several
artifacts on the mantel, and
the 1850 Collins oil painting
“The Brown House” on the
JSar wall.

The front display cabinet
contains some Gildersleeve
Shipyard memorabilia as well
as several old cultural items,
including a wonderful action
picture of a Noyes Camp
dancer.

Note the unique brown-
stone surround on the fire-
place in the north exhibit
area. Over the mantel is Ruth
Callander’s picture, and a
¢. 1907 photo of Ruth with her
Jfavorite doll “Bertha”.
“Bertha" is also present on
the mantelpiece.

On the far right, framed, is
the museum's hard won
“Certificate of Occupancy”.




IS YOUR MEMBERSHIP IN THE SOCIETY CURRENT?

We hope you will find your name here. (List as of 1/15/03). If not, now is the time to re-join. If in doubt,
check the mailing label on this Newsletter. If “life” appears, you are a life member, and your dues are
paid. If “2003" appears, you have paid this year’s dues. If none of the above appears on your label, then
we have not received your dues for 2003.

The Society needs you as a contributing member. Not only financially but also with your suggestions, your
help and your knowledge of Portland’s past. Dues: (Individual $10; family $20; lifetime $250) should be
mailed to: Portland Historical Society, Inc., P.O.Box 98, Portland, CT, 06480. Call me if you have ques-

tions— Bill Frisbie, 342-0303.

Lifetime Members
Brede Colleen M.
Burke Dr./ Mrs. Gerald
Crowther DriMrs D.S.F.
Csere James
Cunningham  Linda
DeGraff Norma
Del Russo Sr.  Sam
Dolan Mary Ann
Gildersleeve Richard 0.
Goodrich Robert/ Beatrice
Guernsey Jacqueline C.
Hale Elsie M.
Hettrick Terrance J.
Jackson MaryJane
Kavanaugh Anne
McCabe Jim/Martha
McDougall Dylan Stephen
McDougall Raobert W,
Muller William R.
Olsen Walter
Organek Mr/ Mrs Edward
Rockwood Mrs. Wm. O.
Sarbaugh James
Schufer John H.
Scianna Mr/ Mrs. Peter P.
Sloan Ann Gildersleeve
Sullivan Bill and Chris
Taylor Donald A.
Whatmore Kenneth & Jean
Wilson Alfreda B.
Add’l 2003 Member
Cramer Lucille

2003 Members
Ackerman Bill
Agogliati Bob and Linda
Ahlberg Dorothy
Anderson Alan & Joan
Anderson Darren D.
Anderson Louise
Anderson Marion
Anderson Susanne
Blacha Edward H.
Broberg Grace E.
Bronson Charles/Nancy
Bryan Marion Basiel
Bylan Joy C.
Cannon Mary Anne
Ceulemans Dorothy
Chalfant Helen F.
Chapman Fred / Barbara
Chowaniec Duane Marie
Conklin John .
Connolly Peter/Jeanette
Cozzi Yvonne
Cunningham Denis
Davis Jan & Dan
DeBerry Carol M.
Devlin Earle/Jeanne
Dillon John/ Bernadette
Dilworth Jeanne C.
DiNatale Fran
Dower Walter & Vivian
Dugan Susan Sloan
Elder Jim and Judi
Ellsworth Herbert
Enright Michael
Erskine Lioyd / Eileen
Fairbank Frank & Anna
Flannagan John E.
Flood Mary H.
Flood Jr. Thomas & Nancy
Fogelmark Marshall V.
Foster Myron and Jane

Freeburg

Ruth S.

Frisbie
Geiges
Gilbert
Gildersleeve
Gildersleeve

Gildersleeve Jr.

Giuliano
Goodrich
Gotta
Graves
Grover
Guilmette
Hale

Hale
Harder
Harmon
Heerdt
Hill

Hill
Hughes
Jackson
Johnson
Johnson
Jozus
Keser
Kollias
Kutz
Kuzminski
Lantos family
Larson
Larson
LeShane
Lineen
Lojeski
Luppi
Markham
McBrien
McGowan
McKeen
McMahon
Mueller
Natalie

Bill & Phyllis
Myma G.

Bob & Arline
Alfred H.
Richard & Lynn
Mr/Mrs Alfred H.
Michael & Marra
Barbara/ Donald
John F.

Richard & Judy
Allen & Ruth
Randy & Joan
Edward/ Eleanor
Robert A.

Larry & Drusilla
Richard & Jean
Bruce & Doris
Dorian E.

Jim & Carol
Joan

Mr/Mrs Warren E.

George/Carolyn
Stuart/Bea
Ivar & Carol
Marie

Paris J.

Mrs. Roselies
David & Ronna
Dr. Joseph

Bill and Evelyn
Harold & Sue
John

Marty
Marjorie
Joanne A.
Donald R.
Nancy L.

Ruth J.
Virginia S.
Anna Natale
Nancy & Tom
Virginia R.

Newberg
Otterbein
Parks
Perruccio
Peterson
Peterson
Petzold
Pitruzzello
Prout
Puglisi
Rich
Richards
Richards
Riggio
Robinson
Rode
Roman
Rosenbaum
Rostedt
Rousseau
Rowe
Scheer
Schneck
Schultz
Sprague
Sullivan
Swanson
Sweet
Swenson
Tierney
Waldman
Washburn
Weiner
Werdelin
White Family
Wilson
Woltmann
Woltmann
Woodward
Zampini
Zanelli family
Zimmer

Beverly
John & Diane
George/Constance
William & Virginia
Emest & Phyllis
John & Marlene
Wm & Paula

Sal J.

Janet

Sal & Ethel
Jane

Deborah D,
Lucile Chapman
Louise D,
Rebecca G.

Ann

Ellen S.

Howard & Sari
Margaret A.
Edward A,

Marie W.
Audrey

William D.

Brian & Suzanne
Frances M.
Francis & Hildur
Elmer & Pat
Jane

Elizabeth

Peggy

Arthur & Phyllis
Bethia Robinson
Martin

Norma

Wm. Blunt
George/Leora
Charles

Regina

Mr/Mrs Kenneth A.
John and Kate
Leslie

Nan



UPCOMING PROGRAMS. . .

February 25 - Focus on Historic Gildersleeve as featured in the Portland Historical Society Calendar of 2003.

A talk and slide show presented by former Society President Bob McDougall, takes us back to a
time when the Gildersleeve section of town was the town center - the Gildersleeve Shipyards
were in their heyday and many well-known citizens made this area their home.

TENTATIVE PROGRAMS FOR THE SPRING INCLUDE:

March 25 -

April 22 -

May 27 -

June 6 - 8 -

“Ireland’s Great Hunger” — a presentation by David Valone of Quinnipiac University about
the Irish famine. Many Irish emigrated to America and settled in Portland during this time
period to work in the brownstone quarries.

“Betty Keser Scott Garden” - A slide show and discussion of the Garden Club’s project and

subsequent award for their work on the garden behind the Ruth Callander Museum of Portland
History.

“Middletown’s Heritage Trail” — Learn more about Middletown’s Heritage Trail as designated
by the Middlesex County Historical Society.

Museum Grand Opening Meetings are held in the Mary Flood Room of Portland Library at 7:30 pm
unless otherwise specified. All (members and non-members) are welcome.
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President — Regina Woltmann
Vice-President-Eleanor Crowther
Secretary-Ruth Freeburg
Treasurer-James McCabe

DIRECTORS
Shirley Sullivan
Robert McDougall
Mary Ann Dolan

FINANCE BOARD
Donald Geodrich
Pat Crowther
James Elder
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