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NOTES FROM THE PRESIDENT
- Bob McDougall, 342-3062

As February 2000 begins, it appears that the threats
of global warming depriving us of classic New
England winter scenes, may have been premature at
best. Driving around town visiting the scenes from
our 2000 Calendar all covered with a blanket of
snow, rekindles memories of growing up in town
and winter rides on the school bus, peering out
frosted windows at many of the same sites. This is
my first letter to the membership since assuming the
presidency of the Portland Historical Society. I
would like to take this opportunity to thank all the
volunteers and officers who have contributed time
and talent to supporting and promoting the Society
and it’s objectives.

This is a very exciting time for Portland. There are
a number of initiatives underway which are involv-
ing many volunteers in town. PRIDE is working to

revitalize our downtown business district. The
Brownstone Quarry Committee is working with the
National Park Service to develop and implement a
plan for the public utilization of the brownstone
quarries and river front. The Portland Agricultural
Fair Association is working to bring back the
Portland Fair October 6 — 8, 2000. The Historical
Society is working to preserve the town’s history
and to create a Museum at the Callander House,
which will allow us to promote awareness and
education about Portland past and present.

This year there are four projects we will be persuing
in addition to the Callander House opening and our
monthly meetings. First we have our Annual
Town-Wide Tag Sale May 13"; second, we should
have some presence at the Memorial Day Parade;
third, producing the 2001 calendar by Labor Day;
and fourth, preparing our booth at the Portland Fair.
All of these projects offer opportunities for anyone
who would like to contribute some time and/or
talent.

We are a volunteer organization driven by the ideas
and interests of the volunteers. As members, we
can all contribute. If there are things you would
like to do, which are not happening now, please let
me know. I would like to help everyone get the
most out of their membership in the Society. Enjoy
Portland!

(Bob is a lifelong Portland resident and a charter
member of the Society having joined in the sixth
grade. - the editors.)

ATTENTION!

4™ ANNUAL TOWN-WIDE TAG SALE
SATURDAY, MAY 13,2000

Here’s how you can help:

Donate discarded treasures for the Society’s sale.
Encourage family and friends to have a sale at home or a table at the Grange.

Tell your out-of-town friends about 1t.

Ask a business to take a business card ad in our official Tag Sale Map.

Join the committee and share in the fun!

- Eleanor Crowther, 342-2907




CALLANDER HOUSE UPDATE
- Chris Sullivan, 342-4105

The popular Pebble Party on October 24 put 15
people and shovels together (see pictures) and
moved several tons of stone in 2 hours to control
the drainage from the roof. Good weather, healthy
exercise and happy workers finished the job in
record time.

Nature was not so kind a few weeks later, while the
roof was being reshingled, water sneaked past the
tarps and into the attic, then leaked through the
walls and ceilings. Fortunately it was discovered
within hours, but we have been set back for 2
months dealing with the insurance requirements.
Holidays and winter illnesses have added to the
delays but now we are back on track.

George Wilson, Don Kelsey and Pat Crowther have
been painting the display room while Jean Kelsey,
Eleanor Crowther and others have been organizing
artifacts and sorting the Pozzetti brownstone
collection.

Bob McDougall, Bill Frisbie and I have been
concentrating on what is needed to obtain the
Portland certificate of occupancy that will be
necessary before we can open as a museum. Dan
Loos, Building Official has been helpful and Jeff
Bianco, architect of Bianco Giolitto Weston, is
studying the house plans to determine what code
requirements have to be met or abated. Bob Baines,
electrical contractor, begins the required electrical
updating later this month - some new wiring, exit
signs, added outlets, some track lighting for the
display area, and new circuits for the office area.
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We are working not only on Sunday afternoons but
Wednesday mornings. If you have any time to give
for painting, wallpaper stripping or other work let
me know.

We would also like to get a Museum Display
Committee together - all talents needed. Call me.

Stove needed - Marie Keser while trying to clean
the kitchen stove found it very rusted. So alert us if
you hear of a used electric stove that is looking for a
good home,

A CASINO IN PORTLAND?

- Doris Sherrow, 342-2493

The Norwich Bulletin has carried two
articles by Jerry Griffin about a men’s group in
Norwich interested in establishing a casino. They
are in need of an Indian Reservation connection to
meet the Federal law. Basing their case on the
original land grant in Portland “to (Wangunk)
Sowheag and his posterity forever”, and assuming
the reservation land was subsequently stolen by
white residents, they are searching for victimized
Indian “descendants of Wangunk (Mattabeseck/
Mattabasett) Indians, must have documentation”, in
the Hartford Courant Classifieds.

Have researched the entire chain of title
from the 1673 grant to the 1765 deeds to
Southmayd, then the deeds from Southmayd to 20 -
30 Portlanders. The sales all seem clear and above
board. But. .. can Casino fever recreate history?



A REMINDER FROM THE DUES COLLECTOR - Sharon Bergman, 342-4065

We hope you will find your name here. If not, now is the time to renew. If in doubt, check the mailing
label on this Newsletter. If “Life” appears on your mailing label, you are a life member, and your dues
are paid. If “2000” appears on your mailing label you have paid this years dues, and we thank you. If
none of the above shows on your label then we have not received your dues for 2000. So check the list,
check the label and feel free to call me or leave a message if you have questions. Dues (Individual - $10,
Family - $20, Lifetime - $250) should be mailed to : Portland Historical Society, P.O.Box 98, Portland,

CT 06480.
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Membership card question! Because the expense of mailing membership cards each

year seems to outweigh their usefulness, we stopped issuing them when the supply ran
out. We still have a few requests each year — so if enough members like having them, we
will ask the board to approve a new supply which could be issued at the museum or at

meetings.



1999-2000

OFFICERS .

N PROGRAMS — Regina Woltmann, 342-3092

Robert McDougall

goie;z'?;z:“‘ February 22 — Renovation of Central School — Talk with video by Town Facilities

Secretury 3 Building Committee.

Ruth Freeburg

;}r’ea:ur:; 4 February 27 — Sunday afternoon visit to General Mansfield House to see Middlesex

RASES S Historical Society’s current exhibits — Quilts and Civil War

Directors Memorabilia.

Shirley Sullivan

g:;’;f: p’gﬁ;’;m March 28 - Professional Appraiser Melissa Nash Coury — bring your pictures, dolls
and treasures.

Finance Directors

jl‘amea‘ EC;M‘W April 25 - History of first professional baseball team by Middletown Author

el G dbich David Arcidiacono of “Season in the Sun”.

May 23 - Dr. Cindy Roman, curator of European Art at Wadsworth Atheneum

will speak of her work.

Midwives: Patricia A. Trapp, an adjunct instructor of sociology at Manchester Community College, is
conducting a research project on midwives and women healers in Connecticut. The time frame of interest is
from the settling of the colony to about 1900. Any information (or grandmother’s memories) regarding these

subjects would be appreciated. Contact Ms. Trapp at 161 Indian Hill Trail, Glastonbury, CT, 06033, phone
860-646-1669.

NEWSLETTER - Phyllis and Bill Frisbie, 2/9/00
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