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FROM THE PRESIDENT
- Chris Sullivan

The Ruth Callander house was officially
devised to the Portland Historical Society
o | on December 18,
§ 1997 by the Judge
of Probate. Ever
M since, the House
Committee has
: ' been industriously
sortmg through the contents, setting
aside museum acquisitions and tag sale
treasures while cleaning the house. The
next step will be to move acquisitions
which have been stored all around town
to the house where they can be cata-
logued on computer. Plans for the interi-
or use waits on the acceptance of the
house as a Connecticut Historic Site.
This will determine any mod-
ern code requirements that
affect its use as a public build-
ing.

Jim Sarbaugh, Doris Sherrow,
and I have studied the struc-
ture in detail, dating the styles
and building materials for the
register application, while Bob
McDougall and Bill Frisbie have photo-
graphed the house inside and out. The
house is particularly interesting histori-
cally because each of the prosperous
occupiers adjusted the house to their own
comfort and architectural style prefer-
ence.

We believe it began as a one-room-deep
house, then became a salt box with the
addition of a kitchen across the back and
later was cha.nged to its present style.

= The additions and subtrac-
tions evident over the years
make for an interesting his-
torical detective puzzle.
Who did what and when?

As we become more clear
as to the work needed. we
will be grateful for more
volunteers. In the meantime, workers
will be in the house on Sunday after-
noons cleaning and classifying. If you
will call me in advance (342-4105), we
will give you a personal tour. Numbers
limited to avoid distracting the workers!




SOCIETY BUDGETS SUBMITTED BY
FINANCE COMMITTEE AND PASSED BY
ANNUAL MEETING NOVEMBER 11, 1997

1997/98 CALLANDER HOUSE MUSEUM BUDGET

EXPENDITURES:
BUDGET

EXPENSE ITEM  FREQUENCY AMOUNT ESTIMATE
1. Electricity Monthly 30.00 360.00
2. Water Semi-Annual 54.00 108.00
3. Sewer Usage Semi-Annual 109.80 219.60
4. Heating Oil 3xperyr. 1400 gals.x .95 1330.00
5. Telephone Monthly 20.00 240.00
6. Insurance Annual 1559.00 1559.00
7. Grounds Maint.  Periodically 300.00
8. House Maint. Periodically 650.00
9. Major Maint. Periodically 1500.00
10. Acquisitions Periodically 500.00

TOTAL EXPENDITURES 6766.60

INCOME

1. Endowment Invest $80,000 @ .06 Interest 4800.00
2. Fund Raisers 1500.00
3. Gifts/Donations 500.00

TOTAL INCOME 6800.00

EXCESS INCOME OVER EXP. $33.40

Based on this budget, we would need only about $80,000 of
our $130,000 invested at 6%. The other $50,000 could re-

main in equity funds.

1997/98 SOCIETY OPERATING B °F
EXPENDITURES

ITEM OF EXPENSE BUDGET ESTIMATE
1. Programs 800.00
2. Newsletter 600.00

3. Museum 100.00

4. Membership 200.00

5. Miscellaneous 1000.00

TOTAL EXPENDITURES § 2700.00

INCOME
1. Dues - 300 Members @ $10/ea.  3000.00
TOTAL INCOME $ 3000.00
EXCESS INCOME OVER EXP. $300.00

Society budget policy: To cover expenses from
membership income.

TREASURER
- Charles Woltmann

The two budgets shown, passed by
the November Annual Meeting, are
our working guidelines for the year.
You will note the museum budget
does not include any major construc-
tion projects and display furnishings
that will be needed for museum use.
These will require some prudent
Yankee planning as the needs arise.

We are pleased to add to the

Ruth Callander House Museum
Fund a number of generous holiday
gifts from members.

We are also very pleased to receive
fifteen memorial contributions honor-
ing the late H. Everett Jackson,

who was a major supporter of the
Museum Fund..

PHOTO STUDY

Jennifer Bergman, Sharon's
daughter and a Senior at the
University of Hartford who
is majoring in Photography,
has chosen to record the
Callander House transforma-
tion for her senior photo
thesis. You may see her snap-
ping away at work parties,
meetings, the tag sale, etc.

It will constitute a wonderful
record for the Society.




A REMINDER FROM THE DUES COLLECTOR - Sharon Bergman

We have over 220 paid memberships as of this writing. That is the good news. The bad news is that there

are about 60 of our 1997 members who have not paid their 1998 dues. This is usually because things got
hectic and the envelope got misplaced during the holidays. If you are in doubt as to whether your dues

are paid, please call me at 342-4065. Now is the time to renew. Membership dues are vital since they pay

the day-to-day operating expenses of the Society. If your name doesn't appear below, you might also check

the mailing label on this newsletter. If "L" appears above your name, you are a life member and your dues
are paid. If "98" appears, you have paid for 1998. If any other year appears, it is the year for which you

last paid dues. So check the label, check the list and feel free to call me or leave a message if you have any

questions! Dues (Individual: $10, Family: $20 and Lifetime: $250) should be mailed to:

Portland Historical Society, Box 98, Portland, CT 06480.

LAURA E. ACKERMAN
WILLIAY ACKERMAN

HANNAH M. AGOGLIATI
LINDA & BOB AGOGLIATI
ALAN & JOAN ANDERSON
HARION ANDERSON
*PATRICIA §. ARESCO
NR/MES PAUL W. BARTALOTTA
DONALD BASSO

SHARON BERGMAN

¥COLLEEN . BREDE

JOHN J. BRENNAN

GRACE E. BROBERG

¥DR.& HRS. GERALD BURKE
JOY C. BYLAN

HARTAN BYRAN

DOROTHY CEULEMANS

HELEN F., CHALPANT

FRED & BARBARA CHAPMAN
NS, DUANE M. CHOWANIEC
HARBARA B, CLARK

ROBIN CLIFRORD

YVONNE COZZI

LUCILLE C. CRAMER
*DR/KMRS DANIEL F. CROWTHER
¥JAMES ], CSERE

¥PAULINE P, CSERE

¥LINDA L. CUNNINGHAM
BETTY CURLEY

HICHAEL F. CURRAN FAMILY
DANIEL & JANALYN DAVIS
*™MR. SAN DEL RUSSO SR.
JANNIE DES ROSIERS

BARLE & JEANNE DEVLIN
FRAN DINATALE

fHARY ANN DOLAN

VIVIAN & WALTER DOWER
HEREERT & FRANCES ELLSWORTH
DR/MRS JOSEPH I, EPSTEIN
ANDREA FASSLER

CLARENCE & WARY FERGUSON
ROSE G, FERGUSON

DAVID FINKLESTEIN

KR JOHN E, FLANAGAN
HARSHALL V., FOGELMARR

JUNE B. FORELLA

JANE & MYRON FOSTER

RUTH §. FREEBURG

WILLIAM & PHYLLIS FRISBIE
NYRNA G. GEIGES

JOAN GILBERT

ROBINSON & ARLINE GILRERT
MRS, MARY A, GILDERSLERVE
¥RICHARD 0. GILDERSLEEVE
RICK/LYNN GILDERSLEEVE FAM.
LAUREL GOODGION

MARY LOU & RICHARD GOODRICH PAN,
HR/MRS DONALD GOODRICH PAN.
HE. JOHN F. GOTTA

RICHARD & JUDY GRAVES
VIRGINIA §. GUILD

RANDY & JOAN GUILMETTE
IMISS ELSIE M. HALE

EDWARD & ELEANOR HALE
MR/NRS ROBERT A. HALE
MR/MRS GEORGE W. HALE, III
NR/WRS RICHARD H. HALL

RS, HELEN J. HANSON

LEE HART

*MR. TERRENCE J. HETRICK
ANDREW J. HETZEL

DORIAN RILL

RAE §. HOADLEY

HAROLD W. HOLMES & M.LOJESKI
E. KENNING & JOAN B. HUGHES
DONALD AND LINDA HUNT
BARBARA C. IVES

¥KARYJANE JACKSON

WARREN B, JACKSON

*MRS. WILLIAN F. JARVIS

GEORGE V.& CAROLYN JOHNSON
HAZEL §. JOHNSON

STU AND BEA JOHNSON

¥ANNE & JOHN KAVANAUGH
JOE KOLENDA

DAVID AND RONNA KUZWINSKI
FAREN M. LABBADIA

TONY & WARY LaBELLA
EVELYN & WILLIAM LARSON
GEORGE & ELAINE LAW
DR/MRS AMERICO D. LONGO
KR/MRS STEPHEN LUPPI
CHARLES & MARGRET WALONEY
DONALD K. MARKHAM

LINDA & WARK MASLEY
MR/MRS WILLIAM J. WcBRIEN
NANCY L. McBRIEN

*DYLAN STEPHEN McDOUGALL
¥ROBERT W, McDOUGALL

RUTH J. & JORN W. McGOWAN
VIRGINIA §. McKEEN

NR/HRS BERNARD MECKENSTURM
¥WILLIAM R. WULLER
VIRGINIA R. NATALIE
BEVERLY E. NEWBERG
*WALTER A, OLSEN

*HR/MRS EDWARD ORGANEK
KATHRYN W. PAREDEZ

CONNIE & GEORGE PARKS JR.
WILLIAM B, PERRUCCIO FAM.
MR/MRS ERNEST F., PETERSON
KR/MRS J. PAUL PETERSON
WN R. PERTERSON OIL C
WILLIAM & PAULA PETZOLD
SAL J. PITRUZZELLO

JANET R. PROUT

SAL & ETHEL C. PUGLISI
HARY LOUISE RICE

HAZEL E. ROBINSON

REBECCA G. ROBINSON

MRS, WILLIAN O, ROCKWOOD
WALTER & ANN RODE

ELLEN §. ROMAN

HARIE W, ROWE

NORINNE & JOHN RUSSELL
¥JAMES D, SARBAUGH & FAM.
AUDREY SCHEER

WILLIAN D. SCHNECK

¥JOHN H. SCHUFRR

MR/MRS ALBERT F. SCHWANTOR FAM.
*MR/NRS PETER P. SCIANNA
£, J. SERRA

*ANN GILDERSLEEVE SLOAN

- NANCY SNELLER

JOAN . SORENSON

FRANCES M. SPRAGUE

ROBERT C & SHERRY STANCLIFF
DANTEL I, STREETER

JOHN M. SULLIVAN

MR/HRS FRANCIS W. SULLIVAN
¥BILL & CHRIS SULLIVAN fAM.
EUGENE & SHIRLEY W SULLIVAN RAM,
LUCILLE SWANSON

MR/MRS J. ELMER SWANSON FA,
JANE E, SWEET

¥DONALD A, TAVLOR

DOROTHY TAYLOR

PEGGY TLERNEY

KARY MULCAHY TOWNER
*MAGDALENA W. WAGNER

ARTHUR AND PHYLLIS WALDMAN
HARTIN WEINER

NORMA WERDELIN

*KENNETH & JEAN E WHATMORE
*ALFREDA WILSON

R/KRS GEORGE A. WILSON
CHARLES WOLTMANN

JORN & CATHBRINE ZANBINI
NANCY CHILD ZTMWER

* = Lifetime membership



"CALLANDER CUPBOARD"
- Eleanor Crowther, 342-2907

9-Inch, blue-gray, Stoneware deep-dish Pie plates,
micro-safe, incised "Portland-1841". . $25.00

Portland scenic Tea Towels. . . . . . . . . $6.00
Portland picture Note-Pads, five repeating

Portland Scenes, SOpages. . . . . . . $3.00
1998 Heritage Calendar. . . . . . . . . . . $6.00

John LeShane "Meshomasic Forest" Video. . . $10.00
NEW - Commemorative Stoneware Jar, (about 7" tall),
incised "Callander House - 1997". . . $25.00

GIFTS TO MUSEUM - Pat Csere

Edward Payne -

1888 Stocking Family Bible.

Designer long blue dress made in
England with owner's label and
dated 1866.

Two large bonnets.

Child's ice skates.

Early apple peeler.

Photos of early Portland scenes and
members of the Stocking family.

Walter Olsen -

1885 hard cover bound copy of
Middlesex County Record.

Richard Johnson -
Arrowheads found on Indian Hill site.
1950 yearbook "Gypsy".

Mr. & Mrs. Bob Johnson -
1980 H.S. yearbook.

.ALERT! SECOND ANNUAL TOWN-WIDE TAG SALE
SATURDAY, MAY 9, 1998

How can you help?

Tell your out-of-town friends about it.

A A

Remember to put aside discarded treasures for the sale.
Encourage family & friends to have a table at home or at the Grange.

Ask a business to take a business card ad on our Official Tag-Sale Map.
Give us your ideas to help make it another success.

Eleanor Crowther - 342-2907




ANCESTRY OF THE RUTH CALLANDER HOUSE

Capt. Nathaniel White acquired land in 1671 Almira Overton's children. . .1853-
Capt. Nathaniel White II built 1st house ¢.1715  Last heir Almira Overton, age 93 -d.1907

Noadiah White. . . . . . .1743-c.1785 Frederick W. Goodrich. . . 1907-1916

Abijah & Samuel White. . . .1785-1796 F.R. & RM. Goodrich. . . 1916

General Seth Overton. . . . 1796/7-1811 Julia D. Harmis. . . . . . .1916-1917

Augustin Overton. . . . . .1811-1840 Clarice E. Goodnow. . . . 1917-1918

Almira Goodrich Overton. . .1840-1853 William H. & Grace Ryan. . 1918-1931
Ruth Ryan Callander. . . .1931-1997

The Callander house site was acquired by Capt. Nathaniel White of Middletown Upper Houses (Cromwell). He
was the son of Elder John White who migrated with his family in 1632 from England to Boston, and joined
Thomas Hooker's colonization of Hartford in 1636. Captain Nathaniel was among the original proprietors of
Middletown, the largest landowner and prominent in colony affairs. The land "east of the great river" (now
Portland) was acquired by the Middletown proprictors from the Indians for grazing land in 1671. At Capt.
Nathaniel's death in 1711 his property devolved to his sons and grandsons. Grandson Nathaniel, born in 1685,
built the original house circa 1715. His family was among the twenty-nine families who worked to establish the
first parish (1714-1721) and he was one of the committee of three to choose the minister.

In 1743, Capt. Nathaniel White IT deeded to his son Noadiah "my house and barn together with about fifty acres
of upland and swamp adjoining”. Noadiah lived there until about 1785, when most of the Whites in the
Middletown area migrated to New York State to colonize an area of six thousand acres near Lake Oneida. The
house was passed to his sons Abijah and Samuel who, in turn, moved to Vermont, transferring the house to their
sister Mehitabel's husband, General Seth Overton.

Overton, a procurement general in the Revolution, continued as a government contractor afterward, arranging
with Philip Gildersleeve for the building of the Frigate USS Connecticut in 1797.

In 1811, when General Overton built a larger house (at what is now 506 Main Street), his son Augustin acquired
the house (now 492 Main). Although Augustin built a new house next door (at 496 Main), he retained ownership
of the Callander house (occupied by 2 unmarried aunts), until he transferred it to his wife Almira Goodrich
Overton in 1840. She quitclaimed it to her five remaining children in 1853, and it was lived in by several of the
unmarried children, until the death of the last surviving daughter, Almira Goodrich Overton who died at age 93 in
1907. This was the end of the 236-year White lincage in the property.

F. W. Goodrich bought the house from the estate in 1907 and passed it to F. R. and R. M. Goodrich in 1916,
who sold it in the same year to Julia D. Harris, who resold it to Clarice E. Goodnow in 1917. Mrs. Goodnow
sold the house to Ruth Callander's parents in 1918. The house was used as a vacation home until 1931 when it
was deeded to Ruth Ryan Callander, and became the year-round home of Ruth and John Callander.
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COMING ATTRACTIONS - Regina Woltmann

February 24

March 24

April 28
May 26

June 23

- "Traveling Old Route 66" - slide presentation by

Ernest Clifford of Cromwell.

"Ivory and Abolition" - Richard Conniff will discuss
the ivory trade on the lower Connecticut River-
to be held at the Portland Senior Center.

"Hiking the Appalachian Trail" - slide program
by Steve Grant of the Hartford Courant.

"The Indians of Connecticut” - program presented
by Harriet Gail.

Annual Society Spring Picnic where we'll be enter-
tained by the Portdand Fife and Drum Corps.

The Society meets on the fourth Tuesday of each month in the Mary Flood Room of Portland Library at 7:30 PM,

unless otherwise indicated.

NEWSLETTER - Phyllis & Bill Frisbie, 2/9/98
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