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1996 Portland Volksmarch
by Bob McDougall

The 1996 Portland Year-Round
Volksmarch, co-sponsored with the
Connecticut Valley Volkssport Club
(CVVC), has been underway for
nearly a month now, but has attracted
few walkers due to the weather. For
1995 we attracted 135 walkers to
town. There is a self registration point
at the DUNKIN’ DONUTS on Main
Street where Trail Maps are available.
The 10 kilometer (6.2 mile) trail
includes Main Street, East Main
Street, High Street and Indian Hill
Avenue. The optional award for this
year’s event is a 2 1/2 inch pewter
finish oval medallion featuring the
historic ~ brownstone Civil War
Monument, as shown above. The
monument was dedicated in 1872,
and is currently the focus of
conservation efforts to protect and
preserve the porous stone from the
elements. Call a friend and go for a
walk! For more information about
the Portland walk or other walks in
the area, you may call me at 342-
3062.

CALLANDER HOUSE ENDOWMENT -
Eleanor Crowther

The Endowment Commiittee is pleased to report
the continuing growth of the fund, both from the
return on investment and from the thoughtful
memorial gifts honoring former townspeople -
most recently. from many sriends of Thomas
Barrows, a Charter Member and longtime
supporter of the Society, and from a nephew of
Mary Condren, who will be remembered as a
popular teacher in Portland Schools some

years ago.

BLIZZARD OF '96

Pat Csere would like some blizzard
photos for our files. We have
many flood pictures, but our
members have been remiss in
not recording unique Winter
storms for the Society's files.
If you have photographed
your house, family or street
during or after the storm,
send an extra copy to Pat
at 21 Highland Avenue.
Just include a note
identifying the sub-
ject and date.




CENTRAL SCHOOL MEMORABILIA
- E. Crowther

At the Society's January 23 meeting, First Selectman
Ed Kalinowski presented a handsomely refurbished
hand bell from Central School to the Society. The
following letter from Ed explains its provenance:

Thomas Conroy was employed by the Board of Education
Jor the Town of Portland from 1943 to 1962. The hand bell,
used before the electrification of the Central School, which

HERITAGE CALENDAR - Nofes

The November picture of Growers Grocery Store
and Tavern was copied from a photo owned by

Fran DiNatale. The man in the dark suit on the right
is her late father, Chester Wichrowski. We are
pleased to be allowed to copy family photos. If you
have picture suggestions for the next calendar call
Eleanor Crowther, 342-2907, or Pat Csere, 342-
2168.

was the High School for many years, was used to call
school into session. When a new high school was built on
Main Street (now the Portland Middle School) the bell was
kept in Principal Elson S. Herrick's office. On or about
1960/61 when the town built a new high school, My. Herrick
was moving his office and asked Mr. Conroy to empty the
trash. The bell was in the trash and he (Conroy) asked
Mpy. Herrick if he could have it. The bell was kept on the
fireplace mantel at My. Conroy's residence, 167 Thompson
Hill Road. In 1993, while campaigning and during a con-
versation, the bell was brought up. I asked if he was willing
to donate the bell to the Historical Society. Mr. Conroy in-
stead gave the bell to me to keep or to present to the
Historical Society.

As a footnote, Mr. Conroy's wife, Virginia Conroy, and her
sisters, attended local schools. Mys. Conroy vividly remem-
bers the use of the hand bell at Central School prior to elec-
tric bells being installed.

Portland Historical Society, Inc.

Portland, Connecticut
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Bits & Pieces of our Past...
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The bell, which has been identified as a Bevin Broth-
ers of East Hampton product, will be displayed in
Central School when the renovation is complete. If
vou know of other Central School artifacts that
would be appropriate to display, please let us know.
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COLLECTOR GIFT PLATES

o

"Portland-1841" are still available.

plates can be used in the microwave.
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The Calendar Committee, John and Jack Dillon,
Chairmen; Bob McDougall, Computer Specialist;
Walter Olsen, Photographer; Eleanor Crowther,

- Eleanor Crowther, 342-2907
A very few of the 9-inch, blue-gray stoneware plates incised

However, the matching 8-inch deep-dish pie plates are in
good supply for Washington birthday cherry pies. Both

Special Society prices: Plate $20, Pie plate $25.

Pat Csere, Christine Sullivan and Pat Crowther
did a superb job bringing moments of Portland
history to life in the "1996
Calendar - Bits & Pieces of
our Past". Qur thanks to
them for creating a work
useful, informative and
entertaining. There are
some copies remaining,
available at the Library and
the Town Hall; or, mail
your order to the Society at
P.O. Box 98, Portland, CT.
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MEMBERSHIP - Sharon Bergman, 342-4065

Check for your name on this 1996 HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP LIST. [t's not too late to join!
Send your check to PORTLAND HISTORICAL SOCIETY, P.O.Box 98.
Individual $10; Family $20; Individual Lifetime $250.

LAURA E. ACKERMAN

WILLIAM ACKERMAN

HANNAH M. AGOGLIATI

LINDA AGOGLIATI

DOROTHY J. ARLBERG

ALAN & JOAN ANDERSON
ANDERS F. C. ANDERSON FAMILY
JOHN V. ANDERSON FANILY
PATRICIA §. ARESCO

KR/MRS EDWARD L. BAINES
THOMAS 5. BARROWS & JUDY LANE
HR/MRS PAUL W. BARTALOTTA
HR/MRS FREDERICK BERGGREN
SHARON BERGHMAN

HRS. DOROTHY E. BLANCHARD
RICHARD % JULIA BLAUVELT
MARION W. BRAINERD
COLLEEN ¥. BREDE

KATHLEEN BREDE

JOHN 1. BRENNAN

GRACE E. BROBERG

CHARLES & NANCY BRONSON
DR. GERALD F. BURKE

JOY C. BYLAN

KRS. RUTH R. CALLANDER
ALLEN J. CARLSON

DOROTHY CEULEMANS

HELEN F. CHALFANT

BARBARA B. CLARK

HR/MRS JOHN F. CONKLIN
LUCILLE C. CRAMER

DR/MRS DANIEL P.§, CROMTHER
JAMES J. CSERE

PAULINE P, CSERE

LINDA L. CUNNINGHAM

BETTY CURLEY

HICHAEL F. CURRAN FAMILY
ALICIA CURRIER

HARY E. DeBARI

NORMA DeGRAFF

HR. SAM DEL RUSSO SR.
PHYLLIS DICESON

JOHN & BERNADETTE DILLON FAM.
JEANNE & PAUL DILWORTH
FRAN DiNATALE

MARY ANN DOLAN

BESSIE B. DOWER

VIVIAN & WALTER DOWER

JIK & JUDI ELDER

HERBERT & FRANCES ELLSWORTH
DR/MRS JOSEPH I. EPSTEIN
CLARENCE & MARY FERGUSON
ROSE G. FERGUSON

WAINO & LORETTA FILLBACK
HULDA FINKELSTELN

HE JOHN E. FLANAGAN
HARSHALL V. FOGELMARK
RICHARD . FOLEY FAMILY
JANE . FOSTER

JEFF & FAITH FRAULINO FAMILY
RUTH . FREEBURG
MR/HRS WILLIAM B, FRISBIE

NAN & JOHN GASTLER

HYRNA G. GEIGES

RALPH GIEBS

ROBINSON & ARLINE GILBERT
FLORENCE B, GILDERSLEEVE
HRS. MARY A. GILDERSLEEVE
RICHARD 0. GILDERSLEEVE
RICK/LYNN GLLDERSLEEVE PAK.
OLIVER DE P. GILDERSLEEVE, JR.
KR/MRS WICHAEL GIULIANO FAMILY
LAUREL GOODGION

FLORENCE W. GOODRICH

KARY LOU/RICHARD GOODRICH FAM.
KR, JOHN F, GOTTA

LEO J. & PRARL L. GOUIN
RUTH,EDWARDE SHANNON GREAVES
RUTH J. GROVER

RANDY & JOAN GUILMETTE
EDWARD & ELEANCR HALE

NISS ELSIE N. HALE

HR/HRS ROBERT 4, HALE

MA/KRS GRORGE W, HALE, IIL
JAMES HALLAS

HRS. HELEN J. HANSON

LEE HART

KAS. RAYHOND §. HEDGES

MR, TERRENCE J. HETRICK
ANDREW . HETZEL

HAROLD HOLMES & MARJ.LOJESKI
E. KENNING & JOAN B. HUGHES
REGINAL . HUMMEL

LORNA 0. HYLAND

EVERETT AND MWARYJANE JACKSON
¥RS. WILLIAM F. JARVIS

ERIC AND ROBIN JOHNSON
GEORGE V. & CAROLYN JOHNSON
HAZEL §. JOHNSON

§TU AND BEA JORNSON

EVELYN M. JOHNSTONE

IVAR A. & CAROL K. JOZUS
ANNE & JOHN KAVANAUGH
RICHARD & VIOLET KEENAN
CLIFFORD W, KELSEY

MR/MRS DONALD B. KELSEY
KARIE KESER FAMILY

JOHN P. & HBSSIE KLAUZENBERG
KAREN M. LABBADIA

TONY & HARY LaBELLA

DR. JOSEPH LANTOS & FAMILY
EVELYN & WILLIAM LARSON
HAROLD & SUSAN LARSON

JORN & PATRICIA LeSHANE
VIOLA H. LINDERME

KARTY LINEEN JR.

KR/MRS STEPHEN LUPPI
DONALD R. MAREHAM

JANET MARTEKA

WINIFRED B. WARTIN

LINDA & MARK MASLEY

BRUCE & WINIFRED MAY

NANCY L. McBRIEN

DYLAN STEPHEN McDOUGALL
. ROBERT W. McDOUGALL
VIRGINIA §. WcKEEN

MR/MRS EDWARD J. MROCZEKA FAM.

WILLIAM R. NULLER

VIRGINIA R. NATALIE
BEVERLY E. NEWBERG
WALTER A. OLSEN

GRACE B, OLSON

KR/MRS EDWARD ORGANER
JORN & DIANE OTTBRBEIN
NR/MRS T. J. PALMER
KATHRYN W. PAREDEL
CONNIE & GEORGE PARKS IR.
CHARLES & ETHEL PELTL
HR/MRS ERNEST F. PETERSON
HR/MRS J. PAUL PETERSON
PEARLE J. PETERSON
WILLIAM & PAULA PETZOLD
&L J. PITRUZZELLO

HENRY B. PRESCOTT FAMILY

SALVATORE & ETHEL C. PUGLISI
STEVE RENWICK & JOYCE WILDE
NARY LOUILSE RICE

FLORENCE M. ROBINSON

REBECCA G. ROBINSON

HRS. WILLIAK 0. ROCEWOOD
WALTER & ANN RODE

ELLEN S. ROMAN

HR. EDWARD A. ROUSSEAU

MARIE W. ROWE

NORINNE & JOHN RUSSELL

JAMES D, SARBAUGH & FAKILY
WILLIAM D. SCHNECE

JOHN H. SCHUFER

NR/MRS ALBERT B, SCHWANTOR FAM.
MR/MRS PETER P, SCIANNA
HIRIAM SCRANTON

C. J. SERRA

LILIAN H. SILVESTRI

ANN GILDERSLEEVE SLOAN

NANCY SNEIDER

JOAN J. SORENSON

ROBERT C. & SHERRY STANCLIFF
DOROTHY STEELE

DANIEL L. STREETER

WARREN LLOYD STRICKLAND

JOHN . SULLIVAN

KR/MRS FRANCIS W, SULLIVAN
HR/MRS J. ELMER SWANSON FAM,
LUCILLE SWANSON/KEN WOODWARD
JANE E. SWEET

HR. DONALD A. TAYLOR

PEGGY TIERNEY

NARY MULCAHY TOWNER

BARBARA B. VALK

NAGDALENA W. WAGNER

BETHIA ROBINSON WASHBURN
HARTIN WEINER

NORMA WERDELIN

KENNETH E.& JEAN E. WHATHORE
ALFREDA WILSON

ROBERT E. WIMLER

CHARLES WOLTMANN

JOHN J & CATHERINE L ZAKPINI
NANCY CHILD ZIKMER



COMING ATTRACTIONS - Regina Woltmann, 342-3092

FEBRUARY 27 - Final arrangements for this program are incomplete at this time.
Watch for newspaper announcement.

MARCH 26 - THE COLONIAL TAVERN: An Architectural and Cultural Perspective -
Steve Bielitz of Glastonbury, Building Restoration Specialist will give a slide
show and discuss taverns he has restored. Meeting at Senior Center.

APRIL 23 - Malcolm Stearns, recognized expert on Anfique Silver and founder of Hobart
House of Haddam. Members are encouraged to bring silver items for appraisal

MAY 28 - PANORAMA - MAIN STREET, PORTLAND - Robert McDougall has
created two forty-two feet long views of Main Street. See your Main Street
through the camera's eye.

The Society meets every fourth Tuesday, (except in holiday months), in the Mary Flood Room of the
Pordand Library at 7:30 PM, unless otherwise indicated. The Museum Room at the Library is open
Saturday mornings from 10 to noon, and by appointment, 342-2168.

NEWSLETTER - Phyllis and Bill Frisbie

PORTLAND HISTORICAL SOCIETY NON-PROFIT ORG.
P.O. Box 98, Portland, CT. 06480 U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
PERMIT No. 19
Portland, CT

06480

EWSLETTER!



